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siasm and energy. But their pioneer work in developing this new 
line of municipal activity, so vividly described in the first report of 
the department, remains as a valuable heritage, not only to the city 
which they sought to serve, but to the world at large. 

Roswbll F. Phelps. 



GERMAN TRADE STATISTICS. 

Die deutsche Handelsstatistik in ihren gegenwartigen Stand und die 
Vorschlage zu ihren Verbesserung. By Dr. Hans Grimm. In Allge- 
meines Statistisches Archiv. Vol. VI., Part 2, pp. 35-62. 

The basis of the present system of German Trade Statistics is the 
Imperial law of July 20, 1879, governing statistics of trade between 
the German customs districts and foreign countries. The customs 
territory and the German Empire are not coextensive, since various 
free ports — including Hamburg, Bremen, Cuxhaven, Emden, and 
others — are excluded, while the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg and 
two of the Austrian municipalities (Jungholz and Mettleburg) are 
included. The omission of the statistics of trade from the free 
ports has long been recognized as a serious defect. 

The statistical work naturally divides itself into two parts : first, the 
collection of the raw material; and, second, the elaboration and pres- 
entation of the statistics. The collection of the raw materials, which 
is governed by the law of 1879, and amendments of Oct. 29, 1896, 
is described by Dr. Grimm in detail. Briefly stated, the system 
is based upon the declarations made by shippers or importers of all 
goods entering. The offices at which the declarations are made 
are of two kinds, customs bureaus (Anmeldeamter) and customs posts 
(Anmeldeposteri) . In the former the administration of the federal 
customs is also performed. In the latter (Anmeldeposteri), situated 
on the boundary, is undertaken only the collection of statistics. 

The present system is inadequate in many ways. The statistics 
are not clear, since in some cases the German exporter must make 
a customs declaration with full details of the goods and their value, 
while in other cases merely a few details are required, with no value. 
The present system is also burdensome in its requirements upon the 
shipping trade. In the case of imports, however, there is less com- 
plexity, as the statistical information is derived from the records of 
the customs, and is detailed. 

The reports of traffic, gathered by the different bureaus, number- 
ing about 2,200, are sent twice a month to the Imperial Statistical 
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Bureau in Berlin. There they are compiled, and appear in the 
two publications of that bureau as : — 

1. The monthly report upon the foreign trade of the German Cus- 
toms Districts, giving details in regard to class, quantity, origin, and 
destination of goods, but no valuations. 

2. The yearly report of the foreign trade, giving, in addition to 
the former details, the value of the different goods. 

The very important statistics in regard to value are not obtained 
from the returns of the customs declarations, except in a few cases, 
but instead are derived through the work of the Imperial Statistical 
Bureau. The system is one of valuation or appraisal. The basis 
of this is a yearly inquiry made by a special commission into the cur- 
rent prices of goods in all forms of trade. A description of the sys- 
tem is to be found in the publication of the Imperial Statistical Bureau, 
entitled "Die Deutsche Handelsstatistik nach ihren gegenwartigen 
Einrichtungen und Leistungen." Its method may briefly be de- 
scribed as grouping related goods in a few principal classifications 
and finding the prevailing prices for these. 

Several changes and improvements are suggested. 

Special discussion is given to the question whether the valuation 
or appraisal method (Schatzung) shall continue to be employed or 
whether a system of compulsory declarations of value (obligatorische 
Wertdeklaration) shall be introduced. The first method, it is held, 
has much uncertainty. Its weak points are the difficulty of proper 
valuation of the goods collected into groups, containing in themselves 
different varieties and qualities. 

At the outset it would seem that a compulsory declaration of value 
is the best method for securing statistics in regard to value, but a 
more careful study reveals grave defects. Though it is a much sim- 
pler and direct way of getting at the total value, it depends wholly 
on the trustworthiness of the declaration of the shipper. Methods 
are discussed which will lend themselves to the requirements of the 
shipping trade, and not embarrass it with too severe burdens and 
regulations; the question of the safeguarding of business secrets is 
considered; the complications due to the fact that the value of goods 
may be given, as at the factory, shipping port, or destination, are 
touched upon; also the efforts to secure trustworthy declarations 
through a system of supervision of penalties. 

Under a compulsory declaration of value system, estimates are not 
used. Instead, accurate statistics of the total trade will be afforded, 
and reliable average prices can be computed. Much valuable informa- 
tion in regard to the movement of prices will be furnished. Further- 
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more, it will be possible, for the first time, to secure an accurate trade 
balance, showing the value of imports and exports. 

On the other hand, the weakness of the compulsory declaration 
system, which its opponents are attacking vigorously, depends upon 
the accuracy of individual declarations. It is claimed that there 
will be great opposition to the enforcement of this system on the part 
of the commercial and industrial interests. There is fear that the 
information collected will be used for other than statistical purposes, 
that trade secrets will be divulged, or that the information will be 
used for purpose of taxation. As a result of false declarations, the 
whole body of statistics will be vitiated, and methods of supervision, 
or regulations to punish false declarations, to be effective at all, will 
be very burdensome to trade because of delays involved in inspec- 
tion. Furthermore, there will be the difficulty in getting the informa- 
tion required by the shipper for the declaration, especially as to the 
place which serves for a basis in figuring price. 

Dr. Grimm thinks that the objections have probably been over- 
emphasized, and believes that, once the system of compulsory decla- 
rations is established, the commercial and industrial interests will 
adapt their methods to it, particularly since modifications would be 
made to suit the requirements of trade. The information is to be 
asked for in the form most convenient to the shipper, and the work 
of making the different returns comparable will fall on the Statis- 
tical Bureau. David L. Wing. 



WAGE STATISTICS. 



A computation, based upon the wage returns shown in the Special 
Report of the Twelfth Census on "Employees and Wages," has been 
made in the Statistical Laboratory of Columbia University, under 
the direction of Professor H. R. Seager. 

The data used were obtained from the tables showing rates per 
week in the "1900 Total," pp. 616-779. No system of weighting 
of industries was employed, but the results are simply a grand sum- 
mary of the rates received by the different individuals tabulated. 

From the statistics given for 156,569 men, sixteen and over, em- 
ployed in 22 leading manufacturing industries, the results obtained 
are as follows: — 

Lower quartile $8.31 per week 

Median 10.55 " " 

Upper quartile 13.93 " " 



